MINUTES OF THE CHEBSEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2019 at 7 pm
IN ST LUKE’S CHURCH HALL, NORTON BRIDGE
Present:
Councillor Margaret Ainsworth-Hickman, Chair
Councillor David Davis
Councillor John Green
Councillor Richard Hopley, Vice Chair
Councillor Bob Jones
Councillor Julie Lawson
Councillor David Williams
In attendance: Liz Harrington-Jones (Clerk)
8 residents
Councillor Jeremy Pert, Staffordshire County Council (SCC)
Councillor Peter Jones, Stafford Borough Council (SBC)
PCSO Patrick Wright
Apologies:
None
978 Welcome and Public Participation
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Clerk reported that a resident of Cold Norton had raised concerns
over the difficulty in accessing the footpath from the B5026. Cllr Jones would follow this up.
The Chair thanked everyone who had supported the Macmillan Coffee Morning which had raised £516.27.
The Police Surgery held at the Drop In at Norton Bridge on 24 October had been well attended. Another Police Surgery
would be held on Thursday 5 December.
Hedges had been cut back recently in Scamnel Lane and Searchlight Lane.
There were still areas in Chebsey that could not access broadband and work was continuing on this.
Chebsey History Society had hosted a number of very successful talks, with the next taking place on Friday 8
November, followed by the official opening of Tommy’s Trail on Saturday 9 November. The research carried out as
part of the project would be issued as a booklet. All residents of the Parish whose families had connections with WWI
or WWII were urged to contact the Society.
The Christmas Afternoon Tea would be held on Saturday 7 December from 12 noon to 4.30pm.
A member of the public raised concerns over trees on the Stone to Norton Bridge road that were hanging over the
road and likely to affect power lines. After discussion it was agreed that this was a copse on the B5026 on land owned
by STWA near the sewerage works and that the resident would contact Western Power.
979 Reports from Borough and County
Cllr Jones had nothing further to report.
Cllr Pert urged any residents who were not already on the Electoral Roll to apply as soon as possible. The planning
applications for Park View, Chebsey, had been called in and a site visit arranged, following which the planning
applications had been sent back for further work. The planning application for land to the North of Fairbanks Cottage,
Chebsey, has gone to appeal.
Cllr Pert had asked for the drainage problems on the land approaching Chebsey from the B5026 to be the subject of a
full investigation.
Following discussion on the hazards accessing and exiting the access to Hilcote Lane near Hilcote Hall, it was agreed
that the Clerk should write to the owners of Hilcote Hall, Select Care Homes, and request that they cut back the trees
on the boundary of their property to aid visibility at the junction. A resident reported that no TPOs applied to trees at
Hilcote Hall. Cllr Pert was continuing to seek data on the accident statistics for the area and hoped the owners of
Hilcote Hall would address the problems caused by the tall hedge.
Action: Clerk
An on-going conversation was continuing with regard to the damage caused by traffic being diverted on to local roads
as a result of work being carried out on the motorway. An improved traffic management system was clearly needed.
Councillors considered there were an excessive number of signs on the Creswell to Great Bridgeford road, but it was
explained this was necessary to limit the number of changes that were made to signs during the continuing work on
the motorway. Councillors were assured that Highways England would take note and respond to any reports that were
made.
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Residents were disappointed with the quality of the repairs and surfacing work at the north end of Station Road,
Norton Bridge.
980 Report by PCSO Gareth Higgins
PCSO Wright reported that nothing of significance had occurred in the last two months. The recent Police Surgery had
been well attended and the next Surgery would be held on Thursday 5 December 2019.
(7.30 pm, PCSO Wright left the meeting.)
981 Declarations of Interest Cllr Hopley declared an interest in any items relating to Network Rail.
982 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on Monday 7 October 2019
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 October 2019 were accepted as a true record of
the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.
983 Matters Arising,
983.i Footpath, Cold Norton Cllr Jones confirmed that the access to the footpath had been cleared, although the
footpath itself was still very overgrown.
983.ii Community Speedwatch The Clerk had put up posters asking for volunteers for a Community Speedwatch
Group. Cllr Davis had leaflets and application forms, and the Clerk would provide further leaflets. 3 volunteers had
been recruited so far.
Action: Clerk
983.iii Telephone kiosk, Chebsey A letter of thanks had been sent to the volunteers who refurbished the telephone
kiosk. A report had been printed in the Eccleshall Gazette.
983 iv Fly tipping The fly tipping at Holly Cottage, Norton Bridge, had been reported to SBC Enforcement who stated
it was a matter for SCC Highways. There was also fly tipping in the lay-by opposite. The Enforcement Team had
attended recent fly tipping in Chebsey Lane. Residents were urged to photograph instances of fly tipping, including
any evidence, and forward them to SBC Streetscene as soon as possible.
The rats’ infestation in the vicinity of the Old Mill Farmhouse, Chebsey, had been reported to SBC Environmental
Health. Some of the rubbish was being removed by use of a digger.
983.v The SBC Enforcement Team had been notified about the building works at Drumble House and Pedlars Pack,
Chebsey.
(7.40 pm, Cllr Pert left the meeting.)
983.vi Official opening of Tommy’s Trail Footpath, Shallowford The arrangements were confirmed for a ceremony
at the entrance to the Footpath at 11 am on Saturday 9 November 2019, followed by refreshments at St Luke’s Church
Hall, Norton Bridge.
984 Planning
No planning decisions had been received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.
Planning Applications 19/30923/LBC and 19/30922/HOU Park View, Park Lane, Chebsey (amendment)
These applications have now been called in (Minute 979, paragraph 2, refers).
Planning Application 19/30637/COU Land North of Fairbanks Cottage, The Green, Chebsey
This application has now gone to appeal and will be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the
parties and a site visit by an inspector.
985 Finance
985.i Expenditure for November
Clerk salary and expenses, 168.81, plus postage (8 x 2x)
173.69
SPCA, training invoice
35.00
The Play Inspection Company Ltd, play area report
90.00
PCC, hire of church hall
30.00
Total expenditure
£328.69
RESOLVED That the payments for November were approved.
Additional costs to cover £50 grass cutting expenses (Norton Bridge) and the replacement of defibrillator pads were
noted as being due in December.
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985.ii Preliminary consideration of precept requirements for 2020/2021
Precept requirements would be considered in detail at the December meeting.
986 Highway matters
986.i Removal of hedges in Hilcote Lane
The removal of four significant lengths of hedging had been reported to the SBC Arboricultural Officer. The matter
would now be reported to SBC Planning Enforcement.
Action: Clerk
Cllr Pert would investigate whether recent roadworks/repairs had led to flooding following heavy rainfall.
A request for road sweeping to be carried out in Scamnel Lane, Parsons Bank, and School Lane in Chebsey would be
submitted prior to the gulley sucker being requested to operate in the Parish during December.
Action: Clerk
After discussion it was agreed that a letter should be sent to SCC Highways expressing concerns over the lack of
clearance of roadside ditches in the Parish, particularly behind the telephone kiosk in Chebsey and Hilcote Lane.
Action: Clerk
A resident offered to spread grit where bins had been provided. Shovels were now missing from the bins and
Councillors agreed that replacement shovels should be provided by the Parish Council.
Action: Clerk
987 Annual Inspection Report on Norton Bridge Recreation Area
The Play Inspection Company had submitted a very full report on the recreation area; any concerns identified were
Low or Very Low Risk. The Clerk would circulate a summary of the Report for discussion at the December meeting, and
Councillors agreed to have a Spring Clean of the area in March 2020. The Area was surrounded by privately owned
fences; the Clerk would confirm prices for a free standing notice board and circulate details to Councillors. It had been
agreed with Dawkes that the cost should be deducted from the installation monies that had been withheld.
988 Roles for individual Councillors This proposal had been brought forward from the October meeting. After
discussion Councillors voted 3 in favour and 3 against the proposal. The Chairman voted in favour for Councillors to be
allocated specific responsibilities or roles where appropriate; it was agreed that Councillors would discuss the matter
further.
989 HS2/Network Rail update A Review of the HS2 project was underway and would report after the election on 12
December 2019. It was understood that SCC Highways would be taking on responsibility for roundabouts and other
areas of the highway that were currently the responsibility of Network Rail. The grass had been cut on roundabouts
and areas tidied in the Parish which were the responsibility of Network Rail; this had greatly improved the appearance.
990 Correspondence received The Clerk reported the receipt of SBC, Members’ Digest 260; Stone Town Council,
invitation to attend Civic Carol Service in December.
991 Items for the next Parish Council meeting: Road sweeping/gulley emptying; precept for 2020-2021
992. Date of Next Meeting The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting; the next meeting of
Chebsey Parish Council will take place on Monday 2 December 2019 at St Luke’s Church Hall, Norton Bridge, at 7 pm.

Date…..……………………………

…………………….……….……………………………………………………………………..Chair
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