MINUTES OF THE CHEBSEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2019 at 7 pm
IN ST LUKE’S CHURCH HALL, NORTON BRIDGE
Present:
Councillor Margaret Ainsworth-Hickman, Chair
Councillor David Davis
Councillor John Green
Councillor Richard Hopley, Vice Chair
Councillor Bob Jones
Councillor Julie Lawson
In attendance: Liz Harrington-Jones (Clerk)
4 residents
Councillor Jeremy Pert, Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Arrived 8 pm
Apologies:
Councillor David Williams
Councillor Peter Jones, Stafford Borough Council (SBC)
993 Welcome and Public Participation
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that the next Police Surgery would be held at the Drop In on
5 December. The Christmas Afternoon Tea would take place on 7 December. The History Society had been
approached to take part in research into the local area.
Residents reported that fly tipping was continuing in the lay-by opposite Holly Cottage, Norton Bridge, and in the pullin on Chebsey Lane. SBC would be asked to install ‘No Fly tipping’ signs at both sites.
Action: Clerk
994 Reports from Borough and County Councillors
Cllr Pert apologised for arriving late and praised the recent opening of Tommy’s Trail. He reminded Councillors that
discretionary money was available to assist Parish Councils with gulley clearing and he would direct some funds to
resolve the flooding issue on Hilcote Lane. The consultation on the Revised Local Plan would end in January;
Councillors discussed recent planning issues in the Parish. Problems with the non clearance of ditches were discussed;
the Clerk would provide a map showing affected ditches.
Action: Clerk
995 Declarations of Interest Cllr Hopley declared an interest in any items relating to Network Rail.
996 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 4 November 2019
Minute 980 should read ‘Report by PCSO Patrick Wright’ and it was
RESOLVED – That subject to the above amendment the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 November
2019 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.
997 Matters Arising,
983.ii Community Speedwatch The Clerk had supplied further application forms. Four completed forms would be
forwarded to the Speedwatch team.
Action: Clerk
983.iii Telephone kiosk, Chebsey A letter of thanks had been sent to the volunteers who refurbished the telephone
kiosk and they had confirmed they had not incurred any further expense.
The rats’ infestation in the vicinity of the Old Mill Farmhouse, Chebsey, had been reported to SBC Environmental
Health. The rubbish was now being stored in skips.
983.vi Tommy’s Trail Footpath, Shallowford A successful event had been held to mark the official opening.
BT Openreach staff were working to install broadband in Chebsey.
986.i Hilcote Lane The Clerk would contact SBC Enforcement to request the reinstatement of four lengths of hedge
that had been removed, and contact Cllr Pert and request further information on the accident statistics for Hilcote
Lane.
Action: Clerk
The roadsweeper had swept Parsons Bank recently; the Clerk had requested additional road sweeping along Scamnel
Lane and School Lane, and would request the clearance of gullies once that had been completed.
The Clerk would order one replacement pad each for the defibrillators in Chebsey and Norton Bridge. A notice would
be placed at the entrance of Lakesedge, Cold Norton, giving the location of the defibrillator.
Action: Clerk
998 Planning The following planning application had been received –
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19/31439/HOU
8 Cold Norton Cottages, Eccleshall Road, Norton Bridge, Stone
Proposed two-storey side house extension and replacement of outbuildings
RESOLVED That Councillors had no comment to make on the above planning application.
The following planning decisions have been received from Stafford Borough Council:
19/31246/TCA – The Homestead, The Green, Chebsey
Permission has been give for the removal of the largest trunk of an Ash tree in the Conservation Area
19/31179/COU – Mill Farm, Stone Road, Eccleshall, Stafford
Permission has been given for the retrospective change of use from agricultural to forestry unit and therof
installation of heat exchangers
Councillors were concerned by the lack of consistency shown by SBC over planning matters, especially with regard to
the Conservation Area, and agreed to raise the matter at the next meeting of the Stone Parish Councils’ Liaison Group.
The Clerk would liaise with other Clerks in the county for their comments. Councillors considered holding a seminar to
discuss planning issues.
999 Finance
999.i Expenditure for November
Clerk salary and expenses*
179.67
All Saints’ Chebsey PCC, Hire of hall
45.00
DM Payroll Services
60.00
Cllr D Davis, grass cutting in Norton Bridge
50.00
Total expenditure
£334.67
RESOLVED That the payments for November were approved.
*Two shovels had been purchased for grit bins. The Clerk would purchase another four shovels.
Councillors considered asking the Friends of Norton Bridge to contribute towards the costs of the recreation area.
1000 Highway matters
1000.i Footpath issues
Cllr Jones had circulated a report to Councillors on the footpath from Cold Norton to Yarnfield. The entrance to the
footpath is now clear, although access along the roadside verge is blocked by trees. Attempts are being made to
identify the landowner. The footpath crosses what is now an open field, and SCC Footpaths have been notified. A
resident of Cold Norton has been provided with information on contacts for advice over historic footpaths etc.
(8 pm, Cllr Pert joined the meeting.)
1001 Annual Inspection Report on Norton Bridge Recreation Area
The Clerk had circulated a summary of the recent safety inspection. The recreation area is well used, and Councillors
agreed to discuss the matter again in the New Year and arrange a working party to ‘spring clean’ the area.
1002 HS2/Network Rail update A Review of the HS2 project was underway and would report after the election on 12
December 2019. Yarnfield Parish Council was negotiating with HS2 for a meeting to discuss their Petition to the House
of Lords.
1003 Correspondence received The Clerk reported the receipt of SBC, Members’ Digest 261; SBC Mayor’s Charity Ball;
notification from Swynnerton Training Area of explosives training taking place during the week of 6-14 December;
Draycott Nurseries; Natwest Bank – international payments tariff; Mr and Mrs Mason re telephone kiosk, Chebsey;
SPCA, Annual Report & Accounts, Minutes of 2018 AGM, info on 2019 AGM.
1004 Items for the next Parish Council meeting: Speedwatch; precept for 2020-2021
1005 Date of Next Meeting Before closing the meeting the Chair thanked everyone for attending and wished them
all a very happy Christmas. The next meeting of Chebsey Parish Council will take place on Monday 6 January 2020 at
St Luke’s Church Hall, Norton Bridge, at 7 pm.
Date…..……………………………

…………………….……….……………………………………………………………………..Chair
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